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Betsy-Tacy Society Board Policy for Reopening
In this edition:
Thouﬁh the BTS is as busy as ever, the Betsy and Tacy Houses have been closed since Notes
March 2020 due to COVI%)z But as more people are vaccinated and CDC reports indicate Jfrom President
a steadily downward trend in the number of new cases, we are beginning to explore how and Treasurer| 2
we will reopen and when. We are as eager to open the Houses as you are to visit!
. o New Board and
We’re monitoring similar local groups and state and ci guidelines, and we’ll choose the |  Advisory Council | 3
reopening date as soon as we can, based on the best information available. Members
When the Houses reopen, some new procedures and policies will be in place for the Reading Aloud| ,
health and safety of our guests and staff: Betsy-Tacy
‘ . Millinery:
¢ Visits must be pre-arranged. Money&%aking 6
. ey 3 . anad Merry-
¢ The number of visitors will be limited to allow for proper social distancing. Making
¢ Weather permitting, much of the information-sharing will take place outdoors. Disease ir{/ Dlelep 10
alley
¢ Anyone age 5+ is required to wear a mask. : Mankato Loses|
¢ TFinancial transactions will be cash-free; payment will be by credit or debit card or Gifted Artist
check only. A Closer Look at | |
. . . ‘Winona’s Pony Cart 4
¢ Tour guides will be vaccinated.
. . . Maud’s Birthday | 15
We’ll announce the grand reopening on our website, on Facebook, and in our —
newsletters. Stay tuned! ' MHL: An Originall 16
Artwork

Two “Heroes of the Houses”: Candy and Doug Laven

_byJenniferDavis-Kay ___~  — ——

Candy Laven will never forget that August day in 1997, shortly after she
and husband Doug had moved into Betsy’s Hill Street neighborhood: A
Greyhound bus pulled up in front of Tib’s house, and to her astonishment
a hundred women came pouring out, cameras clicking wildly. Well, this
caught her interest! The Lavens decided that when they had sometime,
they’d get involved—and they have now “been involved” for more than a
decade.

Candy currently serves as the BTS Board president, and she and Doug
played (and continue to play, as part of the Building Maintenance Com-
mittee) a vital role in the restoration of Betsy’s House. The Lavens love
fixing up old houses, and they are mostly self-taught. Doug comes from a
construction family and helped his father build the family’s two homes.
Candy is skilled with carpentry tools “and just has common sense,” says
Doug. “She knows what to do.” After the BTS purchased Betsy’s House,
which needed a lot of help, Lona Falenczykowski noticed all the work
going on at the Lavens’ house and thought, “Hey, here are some people
who know how to do this stuff!” When the Hometime crew came out to
work on Betsy’s House in 2005, Doug joined them.

Over Zoom, I asked Candy and Doug to describe the work they’ve done in

(continued on p. 8)

\Betsy s and Tacy’s Houses over the years.
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A Message from the President

The snowbanks are melting on the Big Hill, and early spring flowers are peeking through the flower beds
at the Betsy and Tacy Houses. This is just the breath of fresh air that we need. The robins are working on
feathering a nest in the big maple tree in Betsy’s front yard—and, like the robins, we are getting the
Houses ready in anticipation o openin%'lthem to the public soon. We are optimistic that as more vaccines
are administered, we will be allowed to host face-to-face tours.

Our latest projects have been to update both Betsy’s and Tacy’s Houses with smart technology for
remote-monitoring purposes. The March Betsy- acY Trivia Night was very successful, and we are
currently organizing a large Madame Alexander doll collection donated to the BTS, which will be
available for sale shortly. Please watch for details on our website and Facebook.

Thank you to our Board and Advisory Council members who have given so generously of their time to
keep the Society operating during the pandemic, and thank you to our supporters. We couldn’t do it
without you!

Kind regards,

Candy Laven, BTS President

A Message from the Treasurer

2020 was a difficult year for everyone. Now that
we are setting forward into 2021, the Betsy-Tacy
Society has big hopes for what lies ahead. Our
volunteers successfilly held virtual events over

the last year, cut costs, and managed to maintain
the same levels of revenue as previous years— BTS Board Members
despite the Houses being closed!

Candy Laven, President

The Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation Lona Falenczykowski, Vice President
contributed a grant that allowed us to perform Emily Falenczykowski-Scott, Treasurer
much-needed painting of both Houses’ exteriors Jennifer Davis-Kay, Recording Secretary
and make some needed repairs on the windows Amber Massaglia, Secretary

and sashes. We are so grateful to our donors, Elizabeth (Libby) Abdo

such as Helen Gift and the Abdo family, whose

sustained generosity through the years has Michele Blake
allowed the BTS to-maintain not one but two Pam DeMarce
historical houses, and artifact collections in both. Jameel Haque
We look forward to opening up to the public Shandy Weimert
when.itl’ls slafe I??d pra(citical to do so, and we
especially look forward to seeing you—again or dviso
fOII') the ﬁ¥st time, virtually or in%grson. 5 A ry Council
i Penny Banwart
Sincerely, Maud Hixson
Emily Falenczykowski-Scott i;sinl?y;es
BTS Treasurer cne e May
Betsy Sherman
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Introducing the New BTS Board and Advisory Council Members

The Board of Directors is responsible for the overall direction of the Betsy-Tacy Society. We meet monthly to plan and
oversee BTS programs and services and to develop policies and procedures. In 2020, we welcomed two new members.

Pam DeMarce owns Mankato’s Wow! Zone family entertainment center. While she read and loved the books as a
child, she had never visited the Houses or explored the BT sites in her hometown, and she’s excited to have this
opportunity to learn more about the stories behind the characters. An avid Mankato history buff, Pam says, “I
applaud all the people who've done this good work and how much they’ve accomplished!”

Jameel Hague is an Assistant Professor and Director of the Kessel Peace Institute at Minnesota State University,
Mankato. He's lived in Betsy and Tacy’s neighborhood “for six winters now,” he says, adding, “This is how Minneso-
tans describe the passing of time.” He hadn't heard of the books before moving to Mankato but has since devoured
the series and says that Betsy and Tacy Go Over the Big Hill is his favorite, largely due to Maud’s respectful and deft
introduction of the Syrian community. He hasn’t read Emily of Deep Valley yet, and he knows he’s in for a treat!

Members of the Advisory Council (an adjunct of the Board) generally have a specific interest or passion that they
want to explore further, and they advise the Board in their areas of expertise. In December, two As visory Council
members, both in Massachusetts, “flew up” to join the Board.

Michele Blake’s exhaustive search for her own copy of Emily of Deep Vallei/ eventually led to lonﬁtime involve-
ment with the BTS. Although she has never been a member of the Board until now, over the years she has served as
Corresponding Secretary, Membership Coordinator, and Convention Registrar. Thanks to Zoom, ducking Board
meetings is no longer an o tion—and besides, says Michele, “Who can say no to Lona?!” Michele lives in Massachu-
setts with her husband (who is locally famous for creating the excellent and long-needed holiday “Wife Day”) and
son, whom some still remember from the 2002 Convention as the two-year-old joyfully eluding his mother’s best
efforts to rein him in. After spending many years as a hospital social worker, Michele is now self-employed, main-
taining websites for nonprofit organizations, and her techie skills will be put to good use as we embark on a
redesign of the BTS website. e ' P ,

Jennifer Davis-Kay (who was featured in the last Deep Valley Sun) says that simply asking an innocent question
about jazzing up our newsletter got her dragooned by Emily Falenczykowski-Scott (aka Lona Jr.) into creating the
E-Blast, which led to an invitation to join the Advisory Council, which led to full Board membership. Jen adores the
BT books and is thrilled with this opportunity to actively contribute-to their promotion..

In 2020-2021, we welcomed three additional Advisory Council members.

Maud Hixson is a St. Paul-based singer of classic jazz and popular songs of the 20th century. She co-founded the
continental jazz sextet French 75 and is the recipient of four Artist Initiative grants from the Minnesota State Arts
Board. Maud’s latest project is a recording devoted to the songs of Sir Richard Rodney Bennett. She has gifted the
BTS with her beautiful voice on numerous occasions,; most notably for the CD “Listening For Your Song,” a musical
companion to the BT books (available in our Gift Shop), and a recent BTS benefit concert.

Susan Hynes is a Costumed Historical Interpreter in Mankato. She is locally famous for bringing little-known
characters from history to life and for making her own costumes—in particular, her fabulous hats (featured in the
spring 2021 E-Blast)! She loves doing historical reenactments and dressing up in costumes of Betsy and Tacy’s era.
Susan is part of our talented Facebook team; she says that Facebook is a good fit for her “because it’s a visual medi-
um, and I’m a very visual person.” You can see her portrayal of Mrs. Benson (and one of her costumes, including a
most gorgeous hat!) in the Betsy-Tacy Reading Series on YouTube, “Chapter 10: Calling on Mrs. Benson” (see p. 5 for
more on this series).

Betsy Sherman says that soon after moving to Washington, D.C., she went to a nearby used bookstore and asked
if they had any Betsy-Tacy books; the owner said, “You know . . . I think there’s a group—and my sister is in it.” !!!
Betsy promptly did some research and found the Mankato Public Library. A librarian gave her Lona’s phone num-
ber, Lona hooked Betsy up with some D.C. folks, and there was a D.C. BTS chapter for a time. And, like so many of
us, Betsy says, “Lona told me that I had to join the Advisory Council.” A professional editor now living in Virginia,
Betsyis happy to contribute her skills to the BTS publications.



Reading Aloud Betsy-Tacy
by Katie Watts

While waiting for my American History class to start, I was
telling someone about the holy bonds of friendship that BetI\s]y;
Tacy has created for so many of us. Class member Jean McNeill
overheard me. “What’s Betsy- Tacy?” she asked. I explained.
“I've never heard of it,” she said. “And I thought I'd read every
book ever written.”

“The books are available at the library,” I said.

She looked sad, “But I have macular degeneration. I can’t read
much.” Impulsively I said, “I could read them to you.”

And so Jean and I began getting together on her spacious sunny deck—and, when the weather
turned cold and wet, indoors—to read the books in two-hour sessions on Monday and Thursday
afternoons. Each time I left, she thanked me and I said, “I should be thanking you.”

The experience of reading these beloved books aloud was new to me. I have three sons, and
while they loved being read to, that didn’t include BT. But to read the books to an alert, intelli-

ent older woman who got all the references and fell as deeply in love with the characters as [—
that was something I hadn’t expected. Nor did I realize the pleasure Id find in using my drama
degree to bring our beloved books to life.

Occasionally Jean interrulpted with tales of her youth. When we got to the Betsy Ray droop, she
taught me her high school trend from the early "50s, a limp-wristed wave. Each time Betsy
drooped—or, later, sank into the debutante slouch—Jean and I limp-wristed at each-other,

giggling.

A student of history, Jean got distressed when Julia went to Germany. “But the war’s coming
Jean wailed. “She won’t be safe!” She was even more worried when we began Great World: *1
just know Betsy’s going to get trapped in Germany. Don’t go to Munich, Betsy. Please!”

»
23

It won’t be a surprise to learn that Jean responded most emotional}ls)f to Emily of Deep Valley:
Like so many of us, she’s more of an Emily than a Betsy, Tacy, or Tib.

As we read, Jean cried frequently. But then, so did I. Unexpectedly, I found myself unable to
speak when Jerry Sibley tells of the charge of the Fourth Minnesota in Carney’s House Party,
and I sat sobbing into the pages while Jean waited patiently—understanding from her vast
knowledge of history.

When we got to the final chapter, we were both afraid we wouldn’t make it. It took a while and
the pages were damp, but we got through it. ,

“Will you stop reading to me when we’re through with the books?” she asked fearfully one day, -

mid-Carney.

I assured her I wouldn’t, and I haven’t. Since we closed the cover on The Tomes with me prom-
ising to go back and reread them whenever she asked, we've read throu%l Daddy-Long-Legs
which was a tEerfect segue from BT. Then came Betty MacDonald’s The Plague and I, whic fell
perfectly in the early days of the pandemic. I'd intended to continue MacDonald but got a crav-
ing for Daniel James Brown’s The Boys in the Boat, which was an inspired choice, Jean’s son
had been the stroke oar in college; she knew the sport well. And again, as a historian, she
brought her knowledge of world events to the table.

Currently, we're reading Ruth Reichl’s entertaining food trilogy: Tender at the Bone, Comfort
Me with Apples, and Garlic and Sapphires. Jean and I both cook well and were both in
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Millinery: Money-Making and Merry-Making for Women
by Susan Hynes

Tib and Tacy, moved by earnestness, looked into the mirror which ran along the wall. They
saw three girls wearing big, stylish, top-heavy hats. Betsy's was covered with green wings.

~from Betsy Was a Junior

Beginning in the late 18th century, millinery—or hat-making—provided women with an acceptable
occupation at a time when few women worked outside the home and their sources for income were limited.
The term milliner originally referred to a native of Milan, Italy, or to someone who sold women’s fashion
items imported from Milan but eventually grew to refer specifically to a hat-maker. Hats were an essential
part of women’s fashion in America until the 1930s, and millinery was considered a respectable and
profitable trade. “Milliners engaged in custom work, like dressmakers,” labor historian Helen Sumner
noted in 1910, “have always been the aristocrats among the clothing makers” (p. 156).

Dr. William Mayo (who later, with his two sons, established the world-renowned Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minnesota) came to Minnesota in the 1850s, believing it to be a very healthful climate. His wife, Louise

Wright Mayo, helped support their family with her very successful shop, Fashionable Millinery, located on
what is now Kellogg Boulevard in St. Paul. An ad in the October 13, 1855, issue of The Weekly Minnesotian

newspaper read:

Mrs. L. W. Mayo is now prepared to supply all the LADIES who may favor her with their
patronage the prevailing styles of the NEW YORK AND PARIS FASHIONS for Millinery and
Dress Making. My stock is replete with all the most exquisite can desire in Dress Hats and
Trimmings. Silks of moiré antique, in all colors, with the rich moss trimming to match. | have
a few of the PATENT SKIRTS, a new article of dress, which, for the present fashions, are
indispensable. A large lot of Furs in sets of Mantle Muff and wristlets, at all prices.

(Patent skirts refers to devices for raising a long skirt to avoid dirt or provide ease of movement. Also called
skirt lifters, they clamped midway up skirts and then attached to a

" belt by a cord, ribbon, or chain.)

Maud Hart Lovelace’s grandmother, Albertine Palmer, also learned

to be a milliner. She opened a millinery shop in Winneba%o City.

- Minnesota, which helged to support her two children, Stella an
Frank, after husband Solomon died of tuberculosis in 1875. Albertine

= 3lso briefly had a millinery shop in Mankato, where millinery was a

& booming business. At the eﬁinninghof the 20th century, the town

was home to a total of 11 millinery shops. Hats had become so

common that a woman without one might be deemed inappropriate.

She got up at last and walked to the millinery shop. Mrs.
Murdock brought out half a dozen beautiful hats. Emily final-
ly selected a broad-brimmed brown velvet with one rose
underneath, and a small fox cap which matched her furs.

~from Emily of Deep Valley

| Maud and her high school friends would have had access to many

| choices when it came to hats! Wide-brimmed hats worked well with
their pompadour hairstyles and balanced their full skirts. These hats
were often adorned with large artificial flowers such as cabbage
roses, daisies, and poppies. Fancy trims, rosettes, tulle, lace ribbon

A\ | a
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streamers, feathers, bird nests, and even stuffed birds were
also used.

It is fun to envision Maud’s mother and other ladies prome-
nading downtown along Front Street in their finery. Women
of all economic and social classes bought hats from milliners.
Here Maud describes one of my favorite characters, the color-
ful hired girl Anna, in her finery at the Opera House:

Anna went with Charley, her beau. They sat in-the
balcony, and between acts she came to the railing to
wave at the Rays sitting below. She wore such a big
hat, such a fluffy boa, so much perfume and jewelry
of every sort that she attracted considerable
attention.

- from Betsy in Spite of Herself

The star of all the hats was the Merry Widow. This hat was
first worn in the British operetta The Merry Widow (which
premiered in 1907) by actress L11¥1E11se, who became
immensely popular through the show and highly photo-
graphed during the Edwardian era. British couturier “Lucile”
created not only stage costumes for this show but also a large
hat with an extraordinarily wide brim that was loaded with
black feathers. The largest hats from this period were usually
not much wider than shoulder width (about 22 inches), but
the diameter of this stage hat was over 3 feet!

Smaller Merry Widow-style hats became gopular at this time,
along with “The Merry Widow Waltz,” and were the height of
fashion for several years.

Talk was all of new suits and hats, especially hats.
The Merry Widow hat had made its appearance
this spring. It was as devastating as the Waltz. . ..
[Betsy's] Merry Widow was blue, extravagantly
wide, trimmed with green foliage and ribbon.

— from Betsy in Spite of Herself

As with many popular fashions, the Merry Widow hat was also
the subject of satire. There were newspaper and magazine
reports of what was being worn in “other” cities. In Betsy in
Spite of Herself, Julia says she’s heard that New York ladies
are getting “stuck in trolley car doors”!

We know that the millinery trade provided a way for women to make their own money. I think that these
beautiful hats also helped to make life for Betsy Ray and her crowd more merry and bright.

Source: Sumner, Helen L. History of Women and Industry in the United States, 1910.
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“Heroes of the Houses” (continued from p. 1)
Below are some highlights of our conversation.
Candy: Remember those cabinets that were in the basement of the Sugden house [a local historical home]?

Doug: Yeah. We pulled them out of the basement, and they were big. We should’ve had three guys, but it was
Just us. .

Candy: I stripped layers and layers and layers of paint off of
those. Almost every piece of furniture in that house, we’ve had to
do something to. The kitchen table—13 layers of paint. And the
chairs were painted with milk paint; I almost had to pound that o
with a hammer!

Doug: The stairs leading up to Betsy’s second floor were very

challengirtlﬁ. Our usual carpenter, Denny Weiss, said, “I'm not

touching those!” The original staircase was in the back parlor, and

when the family did the addition, they moved the stairs to the back

bedroom, where they didn’t really fit. That first step down is very

itqe —’like, almost 14 inches—and none of the stairs were the same
eight!

Candy: And we found some original siding with the colors the
family had used back in the day.

Doug: It’s now so solid and such a part of the house. From a
craftsmanship standpoint, it makes me feel really good.

Candy: The entire upstairs had to be redone. In the hired girl’s
bedroom, you could see the cut marks where the staircase used to
come up. They ]ﬂeced that in, and it kind of formed a closet. In the
floor is'a hole where the stovepipe from the back parlor comes up

and angles over into the chimney.

Doug: We did a lot in the upstairs. First we had a professional electrician do the electrical work. Then we
cleaned up the walls—removing layers of wallpaper and paint, then patching. There was a big hole in the wall
wh%r)(: glel\lzvog(]ll-burning stove used to be—because every room or every other room would have had a stove—and
we fixed all of that.

Candy: Betsy’s bedroom has alwaﬂg been some shade of blue, We worked with a local family who owns a
wallpapering company to pick out historically appropriate wallpaper and paint colors, trying to match pattern
sizes and colors to the original.

Doug: I was particularly impressed with how the Hometime people plastered the walls, because it’s a forgotten
art. Those walls are like glass, the corners are 111)e.1'fect ... there’s not a blemish anywhere. It was almost tragic to
have to wallpaper them! But you can admire their work in the dining room and on the ceilings.

Candy: The floor upstairs had been painted 10 times. I chipped down to see the original floor color, kind of a
gray-green, and then tried to match it within a shade or two. The ceiling is very plain, with farmhouse-style pine
molding. But it took a lot of work to restore!

Doug: Then people donated lights, and we put up antique light covers.

Candy: People have been really ﬁenerous with their donations. They call us if they have somethinﬁ that might
work for Betsy’s House. We use the illustrations and descriptions in the books to try to replicate what was in each
room. Someone told us they had a sink from that period, so I drove out to take a look, but I couldn’t find the
address they’d given me. So I stopped to ask a neighbor—and I saw that she had a fainting couch on her porch. I
thought, Betsy needs that fainting couch. So I asked the woman if she’d be willing to part with it. Well, she
was getting ready to move, and she was glad to let us have it!

Doug: We've worked to make the Houses more accessible. We found some vintage tubing at a local school and
used it to make a handrail to get from the sidewalk to the front porch of Betsy’s House. People were having

3 7
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trouble 1§etting up those four steps with nothing to hang on to. And the stairs to the second floor are now up to
code—the only thing we couldn’t control was the width of the walls.

Candy: The dining room in Betsy’s House had a Bpar uet oak floor; it was actually the nicest thing about the
house, in the midst of all that 1970s renovation. But the Board felt strongly about having people walk on the
same floors that Betsly walked on, so we pulled up the 1panels, and underneath was a pine plank floor. We pulled
up hundreds of nails and then painted the floors. It Iooks great.

Doug: I remember one ungodly cold January night, around 10 p.m., I got a call from the BTS Treasurer, who
was working at Tacy’s House, saying, “Hey, we've §ot a problem here; you know a plumber?” I said, “At 10
-m.? I think the plumber is Doug and Candy Laven.” Turns out there was a leak that doused the control
oard, which stopped the furnace, which caused everything to freeze—it was, like, 20 below outside!—and the
main pipe in Tacy’s basement burst. It was like a fountain, And of course I got soaked, but I had to go outside
to turn off the street valve and get some stuff out of my truck. When I came back in, my shirt had frozen solid
and I had to break it apart. It took two full days to replace all those pipes.

[Side note: The Board recently invested in smart thermostats at both Houses—no more frozen pipes!]

Candy: I remember when the cast-iron sewer line froze and broke at Tacy’s House, and we needed a backhoe to
dig it up. We had to tunnel through the foundation at Tacy’s to get the new pipe in. I remember lying on the floor

digging, digging . ..
Doug: . . . with a spoon, basically. It was like a prison escape!

* * * * * *

I asked former Board presidents Penny Banwart and Lona Falenczykowski to share some reflections:

Penny: Doug is worth his weight in gold. He is so knowledgeable and gracious about offering his help whenever
we need him. _

Lona: Usually in the middle of the night! , :

Pem_ly: And Candy paints and refinishes everything that needs painting and refinishing. She is so generous with
her time and is always willing to do the jobs that scare other people, from hard physical labor to serving
as Board president.

Lona: I remember some former Board members saying that two family members should not be on the Board
together, and I said, “Candy and Doug are the best thing that ever happened to the BTS!”

* * * * * *

(continued on p. 13)

Left—painting Mr. and Mrs. Ray’s bedroom floor. Middle—staining the
kitchen cabinet. Right—repairing Betsy’s upstairs bedroom walls.
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Disease in Deep Valley Over the Decades

by Penny Banwart

It has been a little over a year since the COVID-19
pandemic hit Deep Valley and the rest of the country.

After the third case, the state epidemiologist drove to
Mankato to lead the fight against the outbreak of neis-

Alockdown was implemented in Minnesota on March - senia meningitis. This was the first, but not the last,
16, 2020, with only grocery stores and other business- time that residents would hear the name Dr. Michael

es deemed “essential” allowed to remain open.
Residents became accustomed to staying home and
ordering groceries online, and
such phrases as “positivity
rates,” “known active cases,” and
“confirmed COVID cases”
became part of our everyday
vernacular. Mask-wearing in
public spaces was mandated in
July, and we were constantly
reminded to wash our hands
and maintain a “social distance.”
The number of cases seemed to
peak in November, and the hos-
pital was at maximum capacity
with COVID patients. By Febru-
ary, the number of cases trended
downward, and vaccinations had
begun within specific demo-
graphic groups. It seemed that
listening to the advice given by
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, and Minnesota’s own Dr; Michael Oster-
holm, director of the Center for Infectious Disease
Research at the University of Minnesota and member
of President Biden’s COVID task force, was working.

Since its founding in 1852, Mankato, like other
communities, has been greatly affected by com-
municable infectious diseases. Among the leading
causes of death in Minnesota in the 19th and early
20th centuries were “consumption” (tuberculosis),
pneumonia, diphtheria, cholera, diarrheal diseases,
measles, and meningitis.

Readers of the Betsy-Tacy series will recall how in
Chapter 8 of Betsy-Tacy, Tacy’s younger sister “Baby
Bee” died at Easter time. Ruth Kenney, the fictional
“Baby Bee,” was ill for several days with the flu, devel-
oped spinal meningitis, and died in February 1901 at
three years of age.

Ninety-four years later, meningitis would take the life
of another young Mankatoan, a 15-year-old student.
In January 1995, several Mankato West High School
students suddenly developed rashes and became
extremely ill, and they were immediately hospitalized.

Osterholm. As more cases developed (in total, eight),
a feeling of dread crept across the West Mankato
community. Three hundred
parents gathered in West High
School’s auditorium to hear Dr.
Osterholm calmly and
confidently explain how the
situation would be handled,

. which allayed some of their

. fears. Initially, only those asso-
“\ clated with the students and

| their school were immunized,
but after another isolated case
was confirmed, state health
officials opted to vaccinate the
entire Mankato community.
The outbreak ultimately lasted
six weeks and was deemed
“unprecedented in all the
scientific literature”

(Siegel, 1995, 719).

An epidemic particularly dreaded by parents was
diphtheria, as this disease primarily affected children.
Tacy contracted diphtheria in Betsy-Tacy and Tib,
and the whole family was quarantined. In the book,
Tacy talks about her illness:

“Iwas certainly pretty sick. I was so sick
the doctor came every day. . . . I was so sick
it’s all mixed up, like a dream.”

Diphtheria first broke out in 1877 in Sleepy Eye,
Minnesota, a small town west of Mankato, and lasted
into the early 1880s. At first there were only a few
fatal cases, but—as no quarantine meastires were
initially taken—by 1880 it had grown into epidemic
proportions. Fatalities gradually diminished as more
people were immunized, but in Sleepy Eye and its
vicinity alone, between 80 and 90 deaths were esti-
mated to be caused by diphtheria. The disease
affected virtually every family in the area.

An unusually heavy rainfall between May 20 and June
24, 1908, led to another serious epidemicin Deep
Valley: typhoid. The deluge caused a tremendous
flood, with the Minnesota River reaching its highest
point since 1881. The sewers were unable to handle
the large amount of water, and city wells on Front,

a
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2nd, and Broad Streets were contaminated. On June 27,
Mayor J. W. Andrews notified the public of the
contamination, and the two daily newspapers warned
residents to boil their water. Despite this, it was
estimated that about half the city’s water drinkers
(between 4,000 and 6,000 people) became ill with
typhoid.

Though Lovelace didn’t specifically mention the
epidemic in the book set at that time, Betsy Was a
Junior, it did affect her Crowd. Several friends’ fathers
succumbed to the disease, and the fathers of both Bick
(“Tacy”) and Marnie (“Carney”) became ill. Other noted
figures from the Betsy-Tacy series who died during the
Typhoid Fever Epidemic were Grace Pitcher Fox
(mother of “Tom Slade”) and James Ray Tinkcom (“Mr.
Meecham”). The epidemic didn’t end until autumn of
1908.

Tuberculosis affected Deep Valley not only in the past,
it also recently resurfaced in Mankato with an outbreak
of eight cases at Minnesota State University, Mankato,
in early 2019. Commonly referred to as TB, tuberculosis
is a bacterial infection that primarily affects the lungs
and is easily transmitted through air droplets. Between
1887 and 1899, 20,000 residents of Minnesota died of
the disease. It was common that those who contracted
the disease were sent to sanatoriums. Along with the
Minnesota State Sanatorium near Walker, Minnesota,
which opened in 1907 and closed in 1962, there were 13
county-run facilities and several private sanatoriums.

Polio (poliomyelitis), a deadly disease caused by a virus,
affected many in southern Minnésota and elsewhere. In
1946, the number of cases in Minnesota grew to nearly
3,000. The disease could cause paralysis, and between
2 and 10 percent of cases were fatal. In the early 1950s,
many events in southern Minnesota were canceled, and
people self-quarantined. Polio has been eradicated in
the U.S. since 1979, due to the development of two
vaccines. Jonas Salk developed the first vaccine in 1955,
and schoolchildren lined up to receive their )
inoculations. This vaccine was replaced in 1961 with an
oral vaccine developed by Albert Sabin.

Another disease caused by a virus was known as the
“Spanish flu.” The 1918-1919 influenza pandemic was
caused by an HiN1 virus and quickly spread worldwide.
The first known case in the United States was
diagnosed on a military base in Kansas in 1918. As
soldiers were deployed to fight in Europe during WWI,
many carried the virus with them. The first case in
Minnesota was diagnosed at the end of September in

\}
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the community of Wells, located 40 miles south of
Mankato. By early October, “Deep Valley” had its first
case. The city council tried to prevent the spread of the
disease by closing churches, schools, theaters, dance
halls, and pool halls, and funerals for flu victims were
prohibited. By the end of 1918, Minnesota had 150,000
confirmed cases and 8,000 deaths. The “second wave”
of the pandemic was particularly severe in Mankato,
with as many as one in 20 becoming ill. At least 160
people living in Blue Earth County succumbed to the
disease. At the end of the pandemic, it is estimated that
there were 50 million deaths worldwide and 670,00
deaths in the U.S.

Many similarities exist between the pandemic of 1918
and the COVID-19 pandemic of today. Both diseases are
caused by a virus: The virus of 1918 had a genetic
makeup of avian origin, and it is believed that the initial
cases of 2019 were linked to a live-animal market in
Wuhan, China. A nationwide shortage of nurses,
doctors, and hospital beds occurred during both
pandemics. Personal protective equipment was in short
supply at the beginning of each outbreak. Both diseases
are known as “crowd diseases,” and both are extremely
contagious, with high mortality rates. Millions of people
have been killed worldwide during both pandemics.

(continued on p. 13)
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Mankato Loses Gifted Artist

Marian Anderson, Known to Betsy-Tacy Fans for Library Mural
by Penny Banwart

Local Mankato artist Marian Anderson, 84, died January 26, 2021, at
Birchwood Cottages, North Mankato. Marian was raised on the shores of
Swan Lake and graduated from Madelia High School. After moving to Man-
kato, her first job was “colorizing” high school graduation pictures for a
local photographer. She established a reputation as a talented wildlife and
Western artist and was the Midwest’s Wildlife and Western Art Show Artist
of the Year in 1991. She also received a commission to do the National
Wildlife turkey stamp and did paintings for Pheasants Forever and Ducks
Unlimited. Marian also did many paintings featuring places in Mankato.
She is known to fans of the Betsy-Tacy series as the artist who painted the
mural “Maud’s Deep Valley,” which is located at the entrance of the
children’s wing of the Minnesota Regional Library in Mankato. The mural
was dedicated in 1977.

According to a longtime friend, Marian had not known about the series growing up, but she read and
enjoyed the books in preparation for painting the mural. As she painted, children often gathered to
watch her, and many asked interesting questions about her work and the mural. She made every
attempt to give them the true and honest answers she knew they expected.

Marian was known to be a humble woman who did not talk much about her paintings or her talent.
A celebration of her life will be held at a later date in Mankato.

“Maud’s Deep Valley” by Marian Anderson




/ Spring 2021 Page 13 \

“Heroes of the Houses” (continued from p. 9)

I concluded our interview by asking Candy and Doug what they’ve found most satisfying.

Candy: One of my favorite thingls1 now is when three generations of a family come to the Houses, you'll get
the grandmother falking about what life was like when she was growing up. Seeing the Houses restored and
what it all looked like back then—it really brings out people’s stories.

Doug: I was working at Betsy’s House, and I overheard a woman who had just had double knee surgery
saying how easy it was to get upstairs with the two handrails, and that was %eat to hear. It wasn’t an easy job
to do, but it’s so satisfying because now people can get up there and see it. We know everyone wants to!

Candy: I mean, there’s nothing particularly joyful about, sa_lg,ﬂstripping Baint off a piece of furniture. But
when someone walks into Betsl)%s House and sees the beautifully restored furniture and goes “Ohhhhh”—or
starts to cry, which happens a lot—that’s when I feel the joy. That’s when the hard work really pays off.

* * * * * *

Is there a way to adequately thank two dpeople who’ve invested countless hours of labor—paint layer by
paint layer, nail by nail—in our beloved homes? Probably not. But here is what we can do: We can visit the
Houses. We can bring our own grandmothers, show them the cast-iron stove and the fainting couch and the
dry sink, and ask them to tell us about their childhoods. We can take a closer look at things like plaster and
paint, floorboards and molding, and better appreciate the craftsmanship involved. We can say thank you,
Can11 dy alﬁd Doug Laven, for everything you’ve done for our beautiful Houses, from the bottom of our
collective hearts.

And in the spirit of Maud, the one who brought us together: We can tell their story.

Disease in Deep Valley (continued from p. 11)

Even though the threat of new virus variants exists, it is hopeful that the development and FDA approval
of three vaccines will soon bring the COVID-19 pandemic to an end. As of March 5, the vaccine was
available in Mankato for those over 65, health care workers, and educators. Also as of that date, the state
of Minnesota has experienced 6,602 deaths; in Blue Earth County, 35 deaths have been recorded.

As did the pandemic of 1918, the current pandemic has brought suffering, grief, loss, and isolation to so
many. As we look to the near future, we can only hope that a sense of peace, calm, and normalcy will
return to our beautiful Deep Valley.

Sources

Brown, Jack. “Mankato—A City Fights Back!” Department of Microbiology, University of Kansas, 1995.

Harren, Ryan. “Spanish flu killed over 100 people in Blue Earth County,” Blue Earth County Historical Society; reprinted in
Mankato Free Press, July 16, 2018.

Laine, Mary. “Influenza Epidemic in Minnesota, 1918,” MNopedia.

Minnesota Historical Society: Minnesota State Archives.

Oxford University Press. The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Vol. 9, No. 3, November 1911.

Sawyer, Liz. “The Qutbreak Tied to Minnesota Si‘ate, Mankato, Under Investigation,” Minneapolis Star Tribune, January 25, 2019.

Siegel, Barry. “Outbreak Strikes a Small Town,” Los Angeles Times, May 7, 1995.

PENNY BANWART is a retired teacher and member of the BTS Advisory Council who has long had an interest in local history. If you
have lost someone in your family or your “Crowd” to COVID, she extends to you her sincere condolences.
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Maud wrote Winona’s Pony Cart in 1953, right
before Betsy’s Wed.dIIqu but chronologically it is set
two years before Big Hill. It’s the shortest of the
books and takes place over the briefest time period
—just a few weeks. The main event is Winona
Root’s eighth birthday party, for which her well-to-
do family hires a pony and cart. But Winona mis-
understands; she believes the rented pony is in fact
a birthday present.

Winona can be a more challenging heroine than
Betsy Ray. It’s easy to characterize her as “a spoiled
little rich girl,” and readers mention the stress they
feel as Winona creates problem after problem for
her anxious mother. One %artlcular conflict stands
out: There are onl;ills birthday party invitations,
and Winona’s mother has selected the children who
will attend. But our headstrong birthday girl has
her own guest list . . .

This theme—the friends my mother chooses for me
are not the friends I choose—is a universal one, but
Maud gives it a special twist. Among the friends
Winona invites are, as described by Kathryn
Williams-Schade on Goodreads, “the laundry lady’s
chllglren_{]and] the Syrian children from the ne;lgh-
boring village.” White, wealthy Winona is a child of
privilege, yet, adds Kathrm -“she sees no reason
why [all her friendsﬂ shouldn’t be invited to her
birthday party simply because there aren’t enough
formal invitations printed up.”

Children’s bookstore manager Abigail Moller also
reviewed Winona on Goodreads:

Winona is a willful but winsome heroine,
clearly a little spoiled, but also generous and
q}tlnte democratic, I really appreciated that
she invited Scundar, Marium, and Faddoul—
the immigrant children who live in the
“Little Syria” settlement near Deep Valley—
and that she thereby demonstrated to her
mother (and to readers of the 1950s)
that they should be welcomed into the -
wider society.

A recent trend in children’s literature is to examine
classic stories for problematic stereotypes and cul-
tural messages, given today’s standards and social
mores. Writer Lara Walsh notes that books “that
were once an indispensable part of a school’s read-
ing curriculum are now receiving backlash or even
being altered for containing themes or characters
displaying overt racism or sexism.™
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A Closer Look at Winona’s Pony Cart—and a Special Promotion!
by Jennifer Davis-Kay '

Winona wishes the coold threw oround a ball vith Winona leams how fo take
Seundar ond her ather Syrian friends, but her gooxd care ot Tingle.
rrother told her o sit o the sall nd try o e

chepifind Winona would rather ploy!
2

The Little House series and Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory are often cited as examples of beloved
classics with troubling aspects when viewed by
contemporary eyes.

But there’s another school of thougIl‘lt on this issue.
On Maud-L (an online group for BT fans—see
below), Bethany Pheneger encquraﬁes us to read
historical books in the context in which they were
written:

Books are a window on another world and time.
Such a picture may not be an acceptable one in
today’s terms, but if it’s honest and without
malice, do we not benefit? Even as a youn
reader I wasn’t offended by the writings of Mark
Twain, because I knew without being told that
this wasn’t written to offend but was just the
way some people in history spoke.

1 believe that both viewpoints are valid when
reading historical works (i.e., keeping in mind the
cultural context while also looking at them with
fresh eyes), and I'm newly delighted to see how well
Maud’s themes hold up, all these decades later.
Winona’s innate kindness and inclusivity can spark
empathy among today’s young readers, “drawin
readers into the lives of characters who may be dif-
ferent from themselves.”2

Two recent readers have found other charms in this
book. Rainey Martin and Kate Howe are rereading
the books together as part of their vlog series (see
inset on the next page). Rainey says that the book

To join Maud-L, visit
https://groups.io/g/Maud-L/join

\\
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improves on rereading: Winona is simply more fun
to read about, and pup Toodles is such a great
character. She notes that it works best to read the
book where it fits in the series, rather than in order
of publication. Both women enjoy the innate humor
of the situation: Winona has doubled the 1guesjc list,
yet Mrs. Root keeps her cool, despite her likely inner
Fanic. “When you're young,” Kate says, “you take it

or granted that tyoul;iparents will handle the details
of hosting your friends.” Kate especially enJo¥ed
seeing the Immortal Trio through someone else’s
eyes élngl drawn by another illustrator—this is the
only “childhood” book illustrated by Vera Neville
rather than Lois Lenski). Kate also admires how
neatly Maud incorporates the Syrian community into
the sfory—and she adds that it all makes her hungry
for baklava!

The BTS is currently running a special promotion:
For Gift Shop orders of $25 or more,” we'll include:

¢ Ahardcover copy of Winona’s Pony Cart

¢ A 1953 letter to Maud from Beulah Hunt, on
whom Maud based the character of Winona

¢ A 16-page coloring book of every illustration
from Winona’s Pony Cart
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(The letter and the colorintngook will also be

included with any order of Winona.)

We'll continue this promotion until supplies run out,
so act quickly! Our hope is that readers who might
have overlooked this “vintage, but somehow also
contemporary-feeling tale” (as Abigail Moller
describes it) will be encouraged to see it with fresh
eyes.

1L.ara Walsh, “10 classic children’s books that haven’t aged
well,” Insider (May 14, 2019).

2 Books That Promote Diversity and Inclusion, Common
Sense Media.

* $25 before tax, shipping, 2 sandling. Shipping is $5 + $1
for each item after the first.

Follow Kate and Rainey’s reread on YouTube:

+ Buddy Reading Betsy-Tacy With Rainey
¢ Re-Reading Betsy-Tacy with Kate

(search YouTube for Betsy-Tacy Society Interview).

Kate also led a rollicking discussion of the books with BTS Board members Jennifer Davis-Kay and Jameel Haque

permission from HarperCollins Publishers.
Maud’s Birthday ©

LET’S CELEBRATE Maud’s birthday this month
with a piece of cake or a cupcake!

Maud Palmer Hart was born 129 years ago at

214 Center Street, Mankato, Minnesota. At six

months of age, she moved with her family to

333 Center Street (“Betsy’s House”), and later
- to 428 South Fifth Street.

(Teapot, cup, and saucer are made of fondant
and painted with royal icing.)

The Betsy-Tacy illustrations by Lois Lenski and Vera Neville and quotes from Maud Hart Lovelace in this newsletter are used with

April 25, 1892




Contact us:

Address: Non-Profit Org

. US Postage Paid
Betsy-Tacy Society Mankato MN

P.O. Box 94 Permit #86
Mankato, MN 56002 .

Phone: (507) 345-9777
Email: info@betsy-tacysociety.org
Website: ©  www.Betsy-TacySociety.org

Find us online:
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/betsytacy

. . . Membership Expiration Date: Lifetime
Twitter: https://twitter.com/btsociety

Instagram: www.instagram.com/betsy_tacy .
Jennifer Davis-Kay

Additional resources: Or Current Resident
) ) N e 14 Peck Ave.
Maud-L (the Betsy-Tacy E-List): Arlington MA 02476
hittps://groups.io/g/Maud-L/join
Maud-L on Facebook:
www.facebook.comgroups/146486702094218

Betsy-Tacy fans on Facebook:

www.facehook.com/groups/betsytacy "
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“Maud Hart Lovelace”
Drawn by Laura Clapper

Laura Clapper is an amateur artist residing in
Waconia, Minnesota, with her husband and
three children (one of whom is very new!). She
says, “I first started reading the Betsy-Tacy
books when I was in elementary school. I had
great admiration for Betsy, but I always )
identified more with Tacy. My own childhood
best friend was much more like Betsy. It’s
almost impossible for me to pick a favorite
book in the series. Lovelace’s ability to capture
what it’s like to be a little girl and later what it’s
like to become a woman.is simply amazing,. I
quickly bought all the books when my first
daughter was just a baby. We have read and
read and reread the first book several times,
and my daughter’s own personal motivation to
learn to read is to be able to read Betsy-Tacy
whenever she wants. I have yet to grow tired of
it myself. Hmm . . . it may now be my favorite!”

Durihg the pandemic lockdown, Ms. Clapper
found time to draw this lovely portrait of
Maud, and she generously shared it with the
Betsy-Tacy Society.
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